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and wmany government deps
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A Brief Historical Account ;gf
ival Government Offices, Centr

Situsted at Lower Albert Road, s Central Government Offices
{CGO) cover an area sirefching from ' westwards to include the si’m §§
the original Secretarint Building. CGO kavg 2 history of some 50 years;, Flar
the St, John’s Cathedral compound and dominating the frontage of Garden Kaaﬁ that
in # for treffic up the Vicioria Peak, they form & Familiar Central District
"of a century. Photographs of the wain Bwiﬁmw within the CGO

are amﬁﬁm&

2, Apurt from the government buildings, the Murray mey (named affer Sir
George Murray, Master ¢ eral of the Ordnance from 1841 to 1846) was established

ot the sﬁs; af the wgmmg W@sﬁ W on the site v

3 Shortly after the Second World War, the
ponsidered fo be long overdue, for the then existing mmm&amx& %s ind

ments were scattered inconveniently in rented
accommodation throughout the city.  In July 1952, after delays due to the late amvﬁ
ofmaterials and plant, construction works conumenced in three sections.

Government Hil
4, The existing COO stands on zu area known as the “Government Hill"
bounded by upper section of Upper Albert Road on the south, Queen’s Road Central

north, Garden Road east, and Glenealy west of Hong Kong Island. The Govermment

Hill was gelested quite ‘early on by the British gs a site for a govemment office.

Since the emly ymm of colonial rule, the Government Hill was also earmarked for s
church (8t. John's Cathedral), the Goverpment g@%@ and all major public offices,
thus combining the functions of the Governor’s residence and office, and ﬁﬁ@m for

other government departments.

5. Another integral component of CGO was the now ﬁﬁﬁmﬁ Beaconsfield
House (Kung Pak Hong #tJEFF, or “Defend the North House”, was the Cantonese
name . for Peaconsfield Hougse). Beavonsfield House had bees ami a8 2
clubhouse-cum-office of the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps (HKVD id
headquarters of the Goverment Informstion Services (GIS). In ma i% ﬁw
Beaconsfield House (fopether with the adjacent old Hilton Hotel) was demolished for
tedevelopment of the present 60-storey Cheung Kong Center.

East Wing {complated in 1954)

6. The whole constraction of CGO fook sbout six years to complete. The
first section (now known as the East Wing) was almost completed and ready for
vecupation 2t the end of 1953, At the end of the year, the Goverior's Scoretariat
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maved froms the classival porticos of its old home (the ot
temporary quarters in the first section of the new Government Offices.

7. The Bast Wing of CGO provided an opportunity for
direction of working conditions and staff welfare that had long been contemplated.
The whole of the Esst Wing building was air-conditioned, a consideration fhat
cased efficiency to a like degree with comfort. In this new ’
registries and general offices were more efficiently planned,
congested. There were canteens, Tést and tecreation rooms for the stall,

Central Wing (completed ln 1957)

8. The Central Wing of CGO now stands is the original site of the Sec
Building built in 1847. The old Secretariat Building was pulled down in 1954 to

make way for the Central Wing. During site excavation, a bronze circular plague that
commemorates the laying of

old Secretatiat Building’s foundation stong 1
found, The inseription records that the foundation stone of the old bu

iding was laid
by the then Hong Kong Governer, Sir John Francis Davis, oni 24 February 1847,

g, Op 9 January 1957, the Central Wing was declared open by the then Hong
Kong Governor, Sir Alexsuder Grantham. That day, the Govemor unveiled a
commemorative plague affixed on the left hand side at the entrance lobby of the
Central Wing, in the pressnce of members of both Executive and Legislative Couneils.
In his spesch, the Govemor described the then newly constructed CGO as “very
fine-looking.”

West Wing (completed in 1959)

10, Construction work of the final section of CGO (the present Wost Wing)
started in 1957 and was completed in 1959, West Wing was built on a very

steeply sloping site and has six floors at one end and thirteen floors at the other, An
mderground oar park was provided for approximately 140 cars,

11 CGO has been the office of the central govermment associated with
important historical events and leading figures of Hong Kong: It has been the site
where merabers of the public aired their opinions on government policies and public
affairs, It ls alo the place where t major policles were deliberated by
government officers and umofficial mem under the leadership of the Govemer,
now Chisef Executive. '

12, All along the Bxecutive Council (BxCo) mestings are held, normally once
a week, in CGO.  The Legislative Council (LegCo) was once housed there until it

was moved to the Old Supreme Court Building fn 1985,  CGO was the place where
the Govemor delivered the policy addrees, where the Financial Secretary announced
the budget, and where the unofficial members participated in the formulation of
povernment policies and the passing of vrdinances, T
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2:% As the seat of central government and with its lomg history since the
opening of Hong Kong, the site should be regarded as having significant i:ss%mal
values. The site witnessed the historical development of Hong Ko et
from the colonial era to the present afier the handover of soversignty in 1997. %@
birth of the Hong Kong Speeial inistrative Region. (SAR) of the ?&ég}iw
Republic of China on | July 1997 marked the begimuing of a new phase in the
development of CGO.

Page 313





