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Government’s Pledge and Public Aspiration
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Editoral by Elizabeth Tse, Directory of Administration, 27 May 2006

Printed in South China Morning Post



Government statement regarding the conservation of Government Hill

ELIZABETH TSE
South China Morning Post 2006-05-27

The best plan for everyone

The Legislative Council's Public Works Subcommittee is poised to discuss the application for funds for the
Tamar project on Monday. | would like to respond to several proposals put to us.

The government embraces the principles of simplicity and environmental-friendliness in the project's
design, as well as providing easier access to Victoria Harbour. As such, we have made the following
adjustments.

The height of the highest of the complex's blocks will be restricted so there will be a 20 per cent building-
free zone under the mountain ridgeline.

The net operating floor area of the Tamar project will be decreased by 10 per cent, while the plot ratio [the
gross floor area divided by the site area] will be lowered to 5.7.

The contractors will be encouraged to take into consideration the vision and goals set out by the Town
Planning Board for Victoria Harbour to make it attractive, vibrant, accessible and symbolic of Hong Kong,
and to consider the Harbour Planning Principles set out by the Harbourfront Enhancement Committee.

This puts the emphasis on maximising the harbourfront for public enjoyment and preserving Victoria
Harbour as a vibrant harbour. Apart from these adjustments, about half the Tamar site will be set aside as
open space for the public.

It will take just 10 minutes to walk from buildings above the Admiralty MTR station, through footbridges
and podiums, to the promenade connecting to Tamar. People will enjoy the harbour from this promenade,
which will be even longer and wider than the Avenue of Stars on the Tsim Sha Tsui waterfront.

We also understand the common wishes of the Democratic Party, the Central and Western District
Council, and other concerned bodies to preserve existing buildings at so-called Government Hill in
Central.

According to the Central Approved Outline Zoning Plan, the sites of the current Central Government
Offices and Murray Building are designated for government, institution or community use, which
precludes other developments. Any alterations to the zoning should be made according to stringent
statutory procedures provided under the Town Planning Ordinance, which include public consultations.

In other words, the existing town planning procedures have already set out the statutory requirement that
any alterations to the use of Government Hill be made with due regard to public aspirations. It is simply
not possible for the government to rush a decision on the future use of the site at this stage.

However, the suggestion for a museum featuring the history of the Hong Kong government will be
included as an option in future discussions.

The Central Government Offices compound at Lower Albert Road have, indeed, been witness to the
development of Hong Kong. Whenever there is a television broadcast about news of the administration or
civil service, there are bound to be shots of the towering old tree at the main entrance. Many



Hongkongers, including myself, have grown up with and are attached to this place. This collective
memory should be preserved.

Under the Town Planning Ordinance, we cannot, at this stage, make any premature decision on the use
of the site, yet we undertake full protection and conservation of the Burmese rosewood within the
compound. We will also enrich and promote the heritage trail in Central to incorporate Government Hill
along with other existing sites, including the Cenotaph, St John's Cathedral, the former French mission
building, Government House and Central Police Station.

The Tamar site design incorporates government offices, the assembly of the people's representatives,
and public-function venues that belong to the whole community. Members of the public will be able to see
for themselves the competing models for the Tamar project by the end of the year.

We will also gauge public views so that constructive ideas from diverse groups are taken into account in
our search for the best plan for Tamar.

Elizabeth Tse Man-yee is director of administration for the Hong Kong government.
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“From Tamar to Central” Community Planning in Action 2006

By Hong Kong Government



Public opinions relating to the conservation of
Government Hill

Excerpts from the Report “From Tamar to Central — Community Planning in Action
2006”

“From Tamar to Central — Community Planning in Action 2006 was a community
event jointly organized by the Central and Western District Council and Citizen
Envisioning (@ Harbour between April to September 2006. This 6-month event
included a series of research studies, educational exhibitions, a discussion forum and
a design charette with the aim to collect public views on the planning of the new
government headquarters in Tamar and the harbourfront as well as the future planning
of Government Hill. A report (selected pages attached) was submitted to the
government in September 2006. Below are excerpts (translated texts) from the report
relating to public opinions on the conservation of Government Hill:

P.13

Community expectations and opinions

During the first discussion forum (7 May 2006), participants expressed views in
support of the principles of “conserving Government Hill”, “building a moderate-
scale new government headquarters in Tamar” and “creating a beautiful waterfront”.

P.14
During the design charette (10 June 2006), participants formed the following views
relating to Government Hill:

1. The cultural landscape of the Government Hill has been preserved for
160 years - being the original site of Hong Kong's development as a city,
its future development has great symbolic value. It's also important to
keep the trees so as to preserve the greenery of the area.

2. Expect to preserve the general layout of Government Hill and its
buildings for non-commercial and non-residential uses

3. Can be used as museums, public open space, cultural and leisure venues
as well as memorial parks

4. The new uses should avoid adding to the traffic load in Central

In conclusion, members of the public had expressed hopes that Government Hill
would be conserved. While a detailed proposal for conservation had yet to be
formed at that time, the above four points should act as a framework for the
government to formulate future conservation strategy.
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