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The Professional Commons
URGENT - Press Release

7 January 2010 - Today, the Express Rail Expert Group has invited the “Post-50s Group of
Engineering, construction, planning, finance and legal professionals” and “the
Association of Engineering Professionals in Society” to meet for a public debate on the
location of the express rail station

In response to the concerns raised in various recent advertisements by the “Post-50s Group of
Engineering, construction, planning, finance and legal professionals” and their convenor
“the Association of Engineering Professionals in  Society” regarding the
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link and the opinions of the Express Rail Link
Expert Group of The Professional Commons, we today cordially invited the group to an open
and professional debate.

Such a debate on the various issues relating to the construction of the Express Rail Link, we
believe, will help clarify the views between both groups and facilitate a clear understanding of
the facts for the benefit of the general public.

We believe that a debate rather than slanderous advertisements are the proper conduct for
professionals.

The Professional Commons is disappointed to learn that 30 legislators (including most
legislators elected from functional constituencies) have this afternoon voted down its request
for a 30-minute presentation at the Finance Committee meeting tomorrow. We noted the irony
that those members who objected to our request would rather spend a full hour in debating the
request, than allow members of the Expert Group to explain in person important information to
the committee for just half an hour tomorrow.

The Professional Commons is regretted that today’s decision would mean a loss of opportunity
for Legco members to benefit from the analysis of the Expert Group members on important
project information. We are worried about the erosion of Legco’s credibility in its decision.

Nevertheless, in the interests of the public we shall seek an appropriate way to disseminate the
relevant information outside Legco tomorrow afternoon in parallel with the Finance Committee

proceedings.

For media enquiries, please contact:

THHIEE 133 5 10A 37 10-A, Times Media Centre, 133 Wanchai Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
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@ The Professional Commons

Mr Jim Chan,

Tel: 8200 6332
Email: jim.chan@procommons.org.hk
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