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“March by the Professionals” — Official Declaration

As professionals we are concerned about the development of Hong Kong; in particular,
we are extremely worried about the proposals contained in the Government’s
consultation paper on the replacement mechanism. The consultation paper mis-interprets
most people’s view by wrongly describing a basic civil rights as a loophole which needs
to be plugged. If any of the options in the consultation paper was implemented, it will
plainly deprive of our rights to vote and to be elected when a vacancy exists in the
legislature — blocking people’s opportunities to express their free will and to exercise
their political choice. Under an imperfect election system, such as the one we have today
in Hong Kong, the by-election rights is the essential civil rights and it reflects the core
values highly treasured by us.

Our professional integrity always enables us to discern the right from wrong and to speak
truth unto power. Our concern is exacerbated by the series of concerted events initiated
by the Government to curtail our civil rights and our freedom of expression - this ranges
from government officials’ negative comments on people’s rights to invoke judicial
review, proposal to criminalise the use of copyrighted materials on the internet, proposed
laws to influence charitable organisations, excessive use of police authority, intervention
on news reporting and the appointment of an administrative officer to head

RTHK. These acts will only dampen Hong Kong’s competitiveness and development in
the long run.

This silent march is our response to the erosion of the core values of Hong Kong. We
urge the Government to return to the right track and withdraw all proposals of
replacement mechanism so that our by-election rights and all other civil rights will
continue to remain intact.

18 September 2011
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