Letter to Supporters/Potential Supporters of 
The Hong Kong Foresight Project

 “The Hong Kong Foresight Project aims to provide a neutral space in which stakeholders may seek solutions to emerging issues of significant importance.  The task is to find common ground through open discussions in a facilitated and supportive surrounding.”

You are receiving this communication either because you have already expressed interest in The Hong Kong Foresight Project (The Project) or because we believe that you may be interested

  We would like to invite you to The Project’s next open meeting to be held on 1st Nov, 2008 from 10:00a.m. to 1p.m. in Rm 601, United Centre, HKU Space, Admiralty, H.K.    

The main purpose of the meeting will be to identify and prioritize issues to be addressed by the Project.

We want the discussion on 1 November to be as open as possible.  However, since our aim is to come forward with practical outputs and action steps that can be put forward to the Government, the public and other relevant bodies, we believe that certain basic parameters in the choice of topics will make the process more effective.

We believe that topics for The Hong Kong Foresight Project should be:

1.  As far as possible, emerging issues rather than those that have been long in the public domain so that they have already been comprehensively discussed and where positions are already entrenched. 
2.  Susceptible to discussion with a practical, rather than an ideological, focus.
3.  Hong Kong issues that are relevant to Hong Kong as a whole rather than being restricted to small geographical areas.  
4. Able to lead to some sort of Action Plan or Proposal rather than just a call for the Government to do an unspecified “something” or merely to “pay more attention to a particular issue”

5. Mainly requiring consideration of social, political and economic aspects rather than narrow technical aspects only.
Possible Topics

The meeting on 1 November will be expertly facilitated so as to generate new ideas which will represent a consensus of those present but so as to give some flavour of what may emerge, the following are suggested as food for preliminary thought:

Demographics of Hong Kong – low birth rate and aging population, immigration and changes in geographical distribution

A culture of poverty issue -- “Bad Families”, “Bad Kids” and “Bad Citizen”

Sustainable cultural development – cultural policy and a creative economy

Energy Efficiency
Health and Wellness
Interested?
Those who attend the meeting on 1 November are expected to participate in small group discussions to help us achieve that day’s goals.  Although we will be hoping to identify people who may want to continue working with us, attendance on 1 November does not incur any other commitment nor does it imply a particular political stance or leaning.   There is no charge for attendance but in order to assist with administration, please complete and return the form below:
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I will attend the meeting of The Hong Kong Foresight Project on 1 November 2008

Name……………………………….Organization……………………………………
Contact telephone……………………..….Contact e-mail…………………………..
Position…………………………………………………………………………………
Any Area of Expertise………………………………………………………………….
Any Area of Particular Interest……………………………………………………….
Please return to info@hkforesight.hk or fax to 2903 0089 by 30th OCT, 2008
Appendix
The Hong Kong Foresight Project

The project is an engagement and consensus building process to help identify issues of concern to Hong Kong and help formulate workable public policies to address them. We believe that there is a need for such a project because we feel that in terms of policy development, Hong Kong seems to have lost the ability to engage stakeholders at an early stage, and that policy makers seem to lack both the conviction of the importance to gather and build consensus and the requisite political skills to do so.

The Hong Kong Foresight Project is not a think tank but provides a space to bring together various think tanks and relevant parties and to engage them in helping to provide idea generation and research support in the early stages of policy formulation. The genesis of the project is rooted in our shared love for Hong Kong, the desire to create a more well-functioning society and the motivation to make policies more effective. 

Progress to Date

1.  A group of interested individuals has set up a preliminary Council to steer The Project.

2.  An initial public meeting was held on 6 September 2008.  The keynote speaker was Dr. Ian Goldin, Director of the James Martin School of the 21st Century, Oxford University.

3.  A mailing list is being assembled.  If you or people that you know would like to be added to this mailing list, please send contact details to info@hkforesight.hk with the subject “Mailing List for The Hong Kong Foresight Project”.  It will be helpful if you can give details of any special area of interest or expertise.
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